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Meeting Date: May 7, 2011 
Called to order: 5:15pm by Laura Gonzales 

 
Members Present      Members Absent 

Elizabeth Husbands Maureen Eke —Excused  
Laura Gonzales Joe Albrecht, Internship completed 
Jeannie Jackson  Lisa Sovereen 
Robert Newby       
Shirley Decker       
Raquel Fruh       
Mandy Wigren       
David Ling 
Amy Shawboose       
Susan Poindexter 

 
1. Welcome & Introduction of New Members 

The meeting was called to order by Laura Gonzales, Committee Chair at 5:15 PM. Committee members 
were welcomed by her. 
 

2. Approval of Agenda: 
The motion made by Shirley Decker and seconded by Amy Shawboose to accept the agenda as 
presented was unanimously supported by the committee members.  
 

3. Public Comments: 
No public comments were presented at tonight’s meeting. 
 

4. Approval of Minutes of March 5, 2011 Meeting: 
A motion to accept the minutes as presented was made by Shirley Decker and seconded by Raquel 
Fruh. The motion was unanimously supported by the committee members.  
 

5. Old Business: 
a. Grad Student/HRC Intern Update: Joe Albrecht (presented by Laura G) 

1. Joe has successfully completed his Internship with the HRC and will be graduating this year. 
Laura Gonzales has completed his evaluation as requested by his advisor and forwarded it on 
to Tim Dolehaney for his review prior to submission. 

2. Laura Gonzales will contact Tim Dolehanty regarding a new intern search/process. 
3. The Facebook page is up and running. Spread the word and help increase our social media 

presence. We will need a HRC member to step-up and assume the monitoring of the page. 
Interested parties please notify Laura G as soon as possible so that we can keep our media 
presence current and relevant. 
 

b. Mt. Pleasant/MI Roundtable: Elizabeth Husbands 
1. The April community forum was cancelled; it has been rescheduled for September 27th at the 

Ziibiwing Center. This meeting’s focus will be on gaining community feedback on the Strategic 
Plan. Guests are welcomed and encouraged. Refreshments will be served.  

2. Bob Newby presented the letter regarding the collection of data by the local law enforcement 
agencies and requested support from the HRC as the Law Enforcement sub-group moves 
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forward with this task. He will forward the Kent Co report to HRC members before next 
meeting. 

3. The new Community Organizer Amylynn Gross has begun working on an interim basis. She 
will be invited to the next HRC meeting so that members can meet her. She can be reached 
via email at acgross@hotmail.com. 

 
c. Michigan Alliance Against Hate Crimes/Isabella Co Community Hate Crimes & Bias Incident Response Team:  

1. The group has not been meeting therefore there in nothing to report. 

d. Tribal 2% Request: Laura Gonzales 
1. The 2% grant proposals were submitted to Tribal Council and are awaiting their review and 

decisions; decisions are expected by late May. 
 

e. Increasing HRC visibility & presence within the Community 
1. Summerfest   Mandy Wigren June 7-10, Display table? 
2. Convention Bureau Maureen Eke  Rack cards included with the material? 

3. Waterpark giveaway Amy Shawboose Paperwork needs to be completed & submitted 
4. County Fair     Aug  
5. Health Fair Mandy Wigren Oct, Display table w/ info 

 
f. Non-discrimination Ordinance: Laura Gonzales 

1. A work session was held with County Commissioners and legal counsel, some language was 
re-worked to clarify the expectations relative to religious institution/organizations. The next 
work session is scheduled for May 21, 2012 at which time two options will exist, (1) call for a 
Public Hearing or (2) put it on the agenda for the next Council meeting in mid-June. Norma 
Bailey will keep the interested public abreast of developments. 
 

6. New Business: 
Much discussion was had about the recent events in the community relative to Sacred Heart Academy 
and the Sheehan-Stahl incident. In a motion by Jeannie Jackson and seconded by Bob Newby, it was 
recommended that the HRC make a statement in support of a “welcoming and inclusive community”. 
Laura Gonzales would draft a letter by May 11, 2012 (to be submitted to the Editor, of the Morning 
Sun) to be reviewed by team members for review and comment. The motion was carried by a majority 
vote.  
 
Show Case: We have been given permission to decorate a showcase here in the County Building. 
Volunteers and ideas for decorating are need. Mandy Wigren volunteered to assist Elizabeth Husbands 
with the decoration. 
 

7. Announcements: 
  None 
 
8. Adjournment:  

Tonight’s meeting was adjourned at 7:11 PM by a motion by Jeannie Jackson and seconded by Bob 
Newby. The motion was unanimously carried by all members present. 

 
Submitted by Elizabeth Husbands, Secretary 

July 31, 2012 


