[SABELLA COUNTY
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

March 18, 2015

A Regular Meeting of the Isabella County Zoning Board of Appeals was held on March 18, 2015
in Room 225 of the Isabella County Building, 200 North Main Street, Mt. Pleasant, Michigan.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Tom Riley, Gordon Gilchrist, Jim Wynes,
Marilyn Fosburg, Brent Duffett

MEMBERS ABSENT: None

SUPPORT STAFF PRESENT: Tim Nieporte, Community Development Director

Ray Johnson, Planner/Zoning Administrator
The meeting was called to order by the Chair at 9:00 a.m.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by the Commission.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

A motion was made by Mrs. Fosburg supported by Mr. Riley to approve the agenda.

Yes: Gordon Gilchrist, Jim Wynes, Tom Riley, Marilyn Fosburg, Brent Duffett
No: None

Motion carried.

PREVIOUS MINUTES

Minutes from the January 21, 2015 regular meeting were circulated to the Commission prior to
the meeting for their review.

A motion was made by Mr. Gilchrist and supported by Mr. Duffett to approve the minutes as
presented.

Yes: Gordon Gilchrist, Jim Wynes, Tom Riley, Marilyn Fosburg, Brent Duffett
No: None

Motion carried.



PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR NON-AGENDA ITEMS

None heard

VARIANCE #15-01 Michael Stanton

Mr. Nieporte stated that Mr. Michael Stanton is requesting a variance to allow for an 11 foot side
yard setback where 20 feet is required to construct a 14 x 40 foot pole barn addition in the
General Agricultural (AG-2) district. The property is located at 3766 E. Walton Rd, Section 10
of Lincoln Township.

An application was filed on February 23, 2015 by Mr. Stanton which included a letter to the
appeals board dated February 13, 2015 by the applicant, an explanation of the criteria in Section
14.04 of the Ordinance for this variance request by the applicant and map of the property along
with the deed. Also, a letter dated February 21, 2015 from Tom Ramon, the Lincoln Township
Supervisor was submitted with the application. Mr. Ramon supports the request for Variance but
also is concerned with water runoff onto the neighbor’s property.

Staff has posted a sign on the property, prepared notices and posted the request in the Morning
Sun on March 1, 2015 as per our Ordinance and State Law requirements.

Mr. Wynes asked the applicant if he would like to speak on his justification for the variance.

Mr. Stanton explained the purpose of the request was to enclose a trailer which is currently
parked outside. Mr. Stanton stated the new construction would match the existing structure. He
stated he is unable to put the addition on the West side of the property because of water which
pools during rain events and snowmelt.

Mr. Wynes opened the meeting to public comment.

Mr. Wesley Luckhardt, 3709 E. Walton, spoke in support of the variance request.

Mr. Wynes closed the meeting to public comment.

Mrs. Fosburg agreed that she observed standing water on the West side of the existing structure
and asked why the applicant wanted to put the addition on the East side of the structure.

Mr. Stanton explained there were buried electrical and water lines on the West side and re-
grading of the area would increase the amount of runoff to the structure.

Mr. Wynes asked why the applicant chose this location for the building.
Mr. Stanton explained at the time this was the best location given the topology of the parcel.

General Discussion by the Board occurred concerning the topology of the parcel and the



possibility of moving existing electrical and power lines and adding additional fill to the
property.

A motion was made by Mr. Riley supported by Mr. Gilchrist to approve the variance as
submitted based on the fact that the applicant was able to show there were unique topological
features on the property including areas which hold water, that other properties in the district are
permitted these types of buildings, neighbors dwellings are quite far from the addition and no
water would shed to their property, and the applicant made reasonable decisions on the original
placement of the structure during initial construction.

Mr. Wynes called for a Roll Call Vote.

Mr. Riley — Yes

Mr. Gilchrist — Yes

Mr. Duffett — No

Mrs. Fosburg — No

Mr. Wynes — Yes.

Motion Carried.

STAFF COMMENTS — Staff discussed the new format of the staff memorandum with the board.

APPEALS BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS - None

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned by the call of the Chair at 10:03 a.m.

/c/%%/ R —
Brent Duffet, Secretary \

Ray Johnson, Planner/Zoning Administrator




