
 
ISABELLA COUNTY 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
 

 
March 19, 2014 

 
A Regular Meeting of the Isabella County Zoning Board of Appeals was held on March 19, 2014 
in Room 225 of the Isabella County Building, 200 North Main Street, Mt. Pleasant, Michigan. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:   Tom Riley, Marilyn Fosburg, Gordon Gilchrist, Jim 

Wynes. 
   
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Brent Duffett  
 
 
SUPPORT STAFF PRESENT: Tim Nieporte, Interim Community Development Director 
      Kim Kennedy, Recording Secretary 
 
The meeting was called to order by the Chair at 9:00 a.m. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by the Commission. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
A motion was made by Ms. Fosburg supported by Mr. Riley to approve the agenda. 
 
Yes:  Marilyn Fosburg, Gordon Gilchrist, Jim Wynes, Tom Riley 
 No:  None 
 
Motion carried. 
 
PREVIOUS MINUTES 
 
Minutes from the February 19, 2014 regular meeting were circulated to the Commission prior to 
the meting for their review. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Gilchrist and supported by Ms. Fosburg to approve the February 19,               
2014 minutes as presented.  
  
Yes: Marilyn Fosburg, Gordon Gilchrist, Jim Wynes, Tom Riley 
No: None 
 
Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR NON-AGENDA ITEMS 



 
 
None heard 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

 
PUBLIC HEARING FOR ZONING VARIANCE#14-01 

Mr. Nieporte stated Jack Sampson, President of Clare Auto Auction is requesting a variance to 
create a 20’ front yard setback on both North Mission Road and East Stevenson Lake Road and a 
0’ side yard setback on the south side of said property for the parking of display vehicles for the 
Auction. The minimum front yard setback is 50’ and the minimum side yard setback is 20’ in the 
General Agricultural (AG-2) District.  The property is located at 8920 North Mission Road in 
Section 23 of Vernon Township.  Parcel # 15-023-10-003-02 & 15-023-10-003-03 

 
Mr. Nieporte explained Jack Sampson is requesting to park auction vehicles for display within 
the required yard on the south side of the property behind the existing building and in the 
required front yard north of the existing building. The Special Use criteria for Auction Facilities 
do not allow for display vehicles to be parked in required yards therefore Mr. Sampson is 
seeking a variance. 

 
Mr. Nieporte further stated staff has visited the site and the site plan demonstrates vegetation and 
fencing in these areas as a screening mechanism in exchange for granting a variance. Therefore, 
the Zoning Board of Appeals shall review Section 14.04 of the Zoning Ordinance to determine 
through their guidelines that the need for a variance should or should not be approved through a 
finding of fact. 
 
Board discussion took place and the Board reviewed the criteria in Section 14.04(C). 
 
Mr. Nieporte stated that no other use in the District or in the Ordinance restricted outside display 
from a required yard. He also stated that in this area of North Mission Rd., the right-of-way is 50 
feet, which is greater than the right-of-way on most County roads. 
 
Public hearing was opened at 9:14 a.m. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
 
None heard 
  
With no public comment made, the public hearing was closed at 9:15 a.m.  
 
A motion was made by Ms. Fosburg supported by Mr. Gilchrist to recommend approval of 
Zoning Variance#14-02 as stated:  
 

• There are exceptional or extraordinary circumstances or conditions applying to the 
property that do not apply to other properties in the same zoning district. Further stating 



 
that the only use in the district that requires the restriction of display in the required 
yards. 
 

• This property is necessary for preservation of his right to be able to park vehicles in the 
required yard such as similar to that possessed by other properties in the same Zoning 
District. 
 

• Is not detrimental to the other property in the neighborhood. 
 

• It does not impair the intent and purpose of this Ordinance. 
 

• Mr. Sampson did not cause this need for a variance.   
 

The chairman requested a Roll call vote. 
 
Roll call vote: 
 
Ms. Fosburg:  Yes  
Mr. Riley:   Yes 
Mr. Wynes:   Yes 
Mr. Gilchrist: Yes   
 
Motion Carried. 
 
STAFF COMMENTS 
 
Mr. Nieporte explained at the Planning Commission, Chairperson Horton had a concern with our 
notification process and how far we are notifying people when we are required to through public 
hearing.  Mr. Horton took this concern to the County Board. They took action and requested the 
Planning Commission to consider modification to the ordinance with regards to notification 
process. Our office came up with some concepts to better notify people and had discussions with 
Corporate, Planning Association, and MSU Land Use Professionals.  
 
At the Board meeting March 18, 2014 they County Board approved by policy not by ordinance 
the changes to the notification process.   
 

• Staff will be required to obtain yard signs to be displayed on road frontage. 
 

• Notification is to be given to the township Clerk and we will request they post it at the 
Township hall. 
 

• In the agriculture district we will be using a 600 ft for notification instead of the required 
300 ft.   
 

This will increase the number of individuals in the area to be notified.   



 
 

Once our office has the yard signs we will put the new policy into action. We will give a sign to 
the applicant to post on the property and once the public meeting is completed we will have them 
return the sign.    
 
APPEALS BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 
 
Mr. Riley inquired about adding a fee to cover the cost of the sign. 
 
Mr. Nieporte stated that our legal council recommended that we do not pass the cost down to the 
applicant due to the fact that we are going above and beyond the required posting.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned by the call of the Chair at 9:30 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                 
Brent Duffet, Secretary 
Kim Kennedy, Recording Secretary 


