
 

 

ISABELLA COUNTY 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

 
 

November 20, 2013 
 

A Regular Meeting of the Isabella County Zoning Board of Appeals was held on November 20, 
2013 in Room 225 of the Isabella County Building, 200 North Main Street, Mt. Pleasant, 
Michigan. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:   Brent Duffett, Marilyn Fosburg, Gordon Gilchrist, . 

Tom Riley, Jim Wynes. 
   
MEMBERS ABSENT:  None 
 
 
SUPPORT STAFF PRESENT: Tim Nieporte, Community Development Director 
     Kim Kennedy, Recording Secretary 
 
The meeting was called to order by the Chair at 9:00 a.m. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by the Commission. 
 
Mr. Nieporte asked all Board members to speak loudly as we were having difficulty with 
microphone equipment. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
A motion was made by Ms. Fosburg supported by Mr. Duffett to approve the agenda. 
 
Yes:  Gordon Gilchrist, Tom Riley, Jim Wynes. 
No:  None. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
PREVIOUS MINUTES 
 
Minutes from the October 23, 2013 regular meeting were circulated to the Commission prior to 
the meting for their review. 
 
Ms Fosburg stated that was some locations within the minutes her name was misspelled.  
 
A motion was made by Mr. Riley and supported by Mr. Gilchrist to approve October 23, 2013 



 

 

minutes as amended.  
 
  
Yes: Brent Duffett, Gordon Gilchrist, Tom Riley, Jim Wynes, Ms. Fosburg  
No:  
 
Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
 
None heard 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
PUBLIC HEARING FOR ZONING AMENDMENT #13-02 
 
Mr Nieporte explained that John Benaske submitted a request to split a parcel of land in the 
Restrictive Agricultural District (AG-1) greater than 3 acres and deeper than 400 feet. The newly 
created parcel is proposed to be 4.4 acres in size and 810 feet deep. The maximum size is 3 acres 
and the maximum depth is 400 feet when a parcel is comprised of 75% or more of the major 
agricultural soils and the parent parcel is greater than 20 acres.  The property is located at 2774 
East Vernon Road in Section 4 of Isabella Township.  Parcel # 09-004-20-001-11  
 
Mr. Nieporte also indicated that the application for a Zoning Amendment requires a notice of 
public hearing published in the news paper and notification to property owners within 300’ of the 
proposed use. All notifications have been made. 
  
Mr. Nieporte further stated that Mr. Benaske is requesting to split a parcel of land in the AG-1 
district which has more than 75% major agricultural soils. Sections 5.09 Implementation for 
Subdividing and 5.06 Schedule of District Regulations restrict the new parcel area and depth. Mr 
Nieporte explained when more than 75% major agricultural soils are present a new parcel shall 
not exceed 400 feet deep and shall not be greater than 3 acres in size. Mr. Benaske has provided 
with his application several reasons why the variance should be granted.  Mr. Nieporte stated   
that all actions of the Zoning Board of Appeals shall follow the procedures found in Section 14 
of the Ordinance. Section 14.04 was review at that time.  
 
The public hearing was opened at 9:19 a.m. 
 
No public comments were heard. 
 
The public hearing was closed at 9:19 a.m. 
 
Board discussion occurred.  



 

 

 
The Board further reviewed the application and Section 14.04 of the Ordinance and found that 
the property is low lying and collects water at the pond; the land lost to a residential purpose is 
not tillable; the split will not be detrimental to adjacent properties; the request is maintaining the 
spirit of the Ordinance and was not self created. 
 
A motion was made by Ms. Fosburg supported by Mr. Gilchrist to recommend approval of 
Zoning Amendment #13-02 as requested with the stipulation that there will be access off Vernon 
Rd.                               
 
The chairman requested a Roll call vote. 
 
Roll call vote: 
 
Ms. Fosburg: Yes 
Mr. Duffett: No 
Mr. Wynes: No 
Mr. Riely:  No 
Mr. Gilchrist No 
 
Motion denied. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Riely supported by Mr. Gilchrist to recommend approval of Zoning 
Amendment #13-02 as requested based on the fact that the request met all standards of section 
14.04 of the Ordinance and that approval be contingent upon the remaining property being 
combined with the parcel know as 2800 E Vernon Rd. owned by Mark Benaske.                           
 
The chairman requested a Roll call vote. 
 
Roll call vote: 
 
Ms. Fosburg: Yes 
Mr. Duffett: No 
Mr. Wynes: Yes 
Mr. Riely:  Yes 
Mr. Gilchrist: Yes 
 
Motion carried. 
 
 
STAFF COMMENTS 
 
Mr. Nieporte informed the Board of the passing of Mike Zalewski the former Planner/Zoning 



 

 

Administrator.   
 
 
PLANNING COMMISSIONER’S COMMENTS 
 
The Zoning Board would like to express their condolence to the family of Mike Zalewski.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned by the call of the Chair at 9:40 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                 
Brent Duffet, Secretary 
 
Kim Kennedy, Recording Secretary 


