
 

 

ISABELLA COUNTY 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

 
 

November 20, 2013 
 

A Regular Meeting of the Isabella County Zoning Board of Appeals was held on November 20, 
2013 in Room 225 of the Isabella County Building, 200 North Main Street, Mt. Pleasant, 
Michigan. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:   Brent Duffett, Marilyn Fosburg, Gordon Gilchrist, . 

Tom Riley, Jim Wynes. 
   
MEMBERS ABSENT:  None 
 
 
SUPPORT STAFF PRESENT: Tim Nieporte, Interim Community Development Director 
     Kim Kennedy, Recording Secretary 
 
The meeting was called to order by the Chair at 9:00 a.m. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by the Commission. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
A motion was made by, Mr. Duffett supported by Ms. Fosburg to approve the agenda. 
 
Yes:  Gordon Gilchrist, Tom Riley, Jim Wynes. 
No:  None. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
PREVIOUS MINUTES 
 
Minutes from the April 17, 2013 regular meeting were circulated to the Commission prior to the 
meting for their review. 
 
Ms Fosburg stated that she is no longer sectary and the minutes needed changed to Mr. Duffett. 
 
A motion was made by Ms Fosburg and supported by Mr. Riley to approve April 17, 2013 
minutes as amended.  
 
  



 

 

Yes: Brent Duffett, Gordon Gilchrist, Tom Riley, Jim Wynes  
No:  
Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
 
None heard 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
PUBLIC HEARING FOR ZONING AMENDMENT #13-01 
 
Mr Nieporte explained that Carol Quillen is requesting a variance to construct an 820 sq. ft. 
addition to an existing house. The addition will be within 7’ of the front property line and 3’ of 
the side property line. The minimum front yard setback in the R-2 (Medium Density Residential) 
District is 35’ and the minimum side yard setback is 10’.  The property is located at 2068 N. 
Winn Road in Section 22 of Nottawa Township.  Parcel # 11-022-30-012-00  
  
Mr. Nieporte further stated that Ms. Quillen is requesting to construct an addition to her home 
located at 2068 North Winn Rd. The addition is an attached two car garage and living space. Ms. 
Quillen has provided with her application several reasons why the variance should be granted.  
 
Ms. Quillen presented photo’s showing the property surrounding her home.  Ms Quillen stated 
that most homes in her neighborhood do not meet the current zoning ordinance that is in place. 
She feels that her addition will not take away from the neighborhood.  Ms. Quillen stated that she 
has no other options to create more space. Her well is located in the front of the home and septic 
is in the rear of the lot.  
 
Ms Fosburg inquired if the garage would be accessed by Winn Rd. 
 
Ms. Quillen stated yes. 
 
Mr Wynes made comment that most home in that area existed before the zoning ordinance and 
that there has not been variances granted allowing for those building to be built.  
 
Mr Nieporte stated he does know that there have been variances granted in the Beal City area.  
 
Public hearing was opened at 9:17 a.m. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
 
Tom Gross owner of property adjacent and to the east of Ms Quillen stated he had not seen the 
proposed site plan for the addition. He presumed it was to the front due to the fact that it is the 



 

 

only place it could be placed.  Mr. Gross stated his only question is how this would affect 
drainage to the current county drain and catch basin located to the north of Ms Quillen’s 
property. He is not advocating or objecting that this takes place he just wants to make sure the 
drainage situation is addressed.   
 
With no other public comment made, the public hearing was closed at 9:22 a.m.  
 
Mr. Gilchrist inquired where the water drains at this time to the ditch or to the street side.  
 
Ms. Quillen explained she was told it goes across the field and somewhere from there.  
 
Mr. Gross stated that the catch basin drains into the county drain which drains to the east the into 
the north branch of the Chippewa River. 
 
Ms Fosburg inquired if there was a sewer system in Beal City. 
 
Mr. Gross stated no there isn’t sewer system in Beal City. 
 
Mr. Nieporte did clarify that it was a closed drain that went east to the north branch of the 
Chippewa River. 
 
Mr. Gilchrist inquired how many feet would be between Ms. Quillen and her neighbor to the 
south. 
 
Ms. Quillen stated 13 feet. 
 
Discussion occurred.  
 
The Board reviewed of Section 14.04 of the Ordinance.  
 
A motion was made by Mr. Gilchrist supported by Mr. Riley to recommend approval of Zoning 
Amendment #13-01 as requested which meets section 14.04 of the Isabella County Zoning 
Ordinance with the contingency: 
 

 The owner must install an eve and gutter system on the south side of the new addition 
with a dry well to avoid diverting surface water runoff to the neighboring property.  

 Also, the owner must contact the Road Commission and Drain Commission to ensure 
construction plans for water drainage are handled appropriately.                              

 
The chairman requested a Roll call vote. 
 
Roll call vote: 
 



 

 

Ms. Fosburg: No 
Mr. Duffett: Yes 
Mr. Wynes: No 
Mr. Riely:  Yes 
Mr. Gilchrist Yes 
 
Motion Carried. 
 
STAFF COMMENTS 
 
Mr. Nieporte reported there will be a ZBA meeting next month. The department has already 
received a request.  
 
PLANNING COMMISSIONER’S COMMENTS 
 
None heard 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned by the call of the Chair at 9:50 a.m. 
 

           
Brent Duffet, Secretary 
 
Kim Kennedy, Recording Secretary 


