
ISABELLA COUNTY 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

January 16, 2013 
 

Room 225 
Isabella County Building 

 
A regular meeting of the Isabella County Zoning Board of Appeals was held January 16, 2013 in room 225 
of the Isabella County Building, 200 North Main Street, Mount Pleasant, Michigan. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Jim Wynes, Gordon Gilchrist (9:12 a.m.), Marilyn Fosburg, Brent 

Duffett, Tom Riley 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  None 
 
SUPPORT STAFF PRESENT: Tim Nieporte, Community Development Director 
     Allison Langworthy, Recording Secretary 
 
The meeting was called to order by the chair at 9:00 a.m. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by the board. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
A motion was made by Ms. Fosburg, supported by Mr. Duffett to approve the agenda. 
 
Yes: Wynes, Fosburg, Duffett, Riley. 
No: None. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 
Mr. Wynes opened nominations for Chairperson.  
 
A motion was made by Ms. Fosburg, supported by Mr. Duffett to nominate Mr. Wynes as Chairperson.  
 
Mr. Wynes called for nominations three times.  
 
Mr. Wynes called for a vote on the nomination of Mr. Wynes for Chairperson.  
 
Yes: Wynes, Fosburg, Duffett, Riley. 
No: None. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Wynes opened nominations for Vice-Chairperson. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Duffett, supported by Mr. Wynes to nominate Ms. Fosburg as Vice-
Chairperson.  
 
Mr. Wynes called for nominations three times.  
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Mr. Wynes called for a vote on the nomination of Ms. Fosburg as Vice-Chairperson. 
 
Yes: Wynes, Fosburg, Duffett, Riley. 
No: None. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Wynes opened nominations for Secretary. 
 
A motion was made by Ms. Fosburg, supported by Mr. Wynes to nominate Mr. Duffett as Secretary.  
 
Mr. Wynes called for nominations three times.  
 
Mr. Wynes called for a vote on the nomination of Mr. Duffett as Secretary. 
 
Yes: Wynes, Fosburg, Duffett, Riley. 
No: None. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
A motion was made by Ms. Fosburg, supported by Mr. Riley to maintain the time and date for regular 
meeting as is, on the third Wednesday of the month at 9:00 a.m. in room 225 of the Isabella County 
Building.  
 
Mr. Wynes called for a vote. 
 
Yes: Wynes, Fosburg, Duffett, Riley. 
No: None.  
 
PREVIOUS MINUTES 
 
Minutes of the November 21, 2012 regular meeting were circulated to the Board prior to the meeting for 
their review.  
 
A motion was made by Mr. Duffett, supported by Mr. Riley to approve minutes as submitted.  
 
Yes: Wynes, Duffett, Riley.  
No: None. 
Abstain: Fosburg. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Ms. Curtis did not hear who was appointed Secretary. 
 
 
 
MOTION LANGUAGE FORMAT 
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The motion language format was discussed by the Board.  
 
The consensus of the Board was they agree with what the document says. The minutes and records will hold 
what we are trying to do. Will use the document as a tool, something to help and keep us on path. Will use 
and discuss after we are done with cases and in Staff and Board time will make tweaks, add or remove from 
it.  
 
REVIEW ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS BYLAWS 
 
The Zoning Board of Appeals Bylaws were discussed by the Board.  
 
Mr. Nieporte said he recommends bringing them to every meeting in case questions come up and we can 
discuss them at that time. If any questions come up before a meeting, feel free to call the office and we will 
add to the next agenda.  
 
STAFF COMMENTS 
 
Mr. Nieporte introduced Allison Langworthy to the board. 
 
BOARD COMMENTS 
 
Mr. Gilchrist apologized for being late. He asked if the Board of Commissioners’ meeting took place, and 
brought up he had problems getting a hold of the office. He also asked if the Zoning Board of Appeals had 
copies of the Master Plan.   
 
Ms. Fosburg asked if the Isabella County website was up to date. 
 
Mr. Nieporte said the Board of Commissioners meeting took place and the Master Plan was approved by 
them. He will mention the phone problem. He also said the website is up to date, and will update the 
members’ books with the new Master Plan if needed.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
A motion was made by Ms. Fosburg, supported by Mr. Duffett to adjourn at 9:46 a.m. 
 
Yes: Wynes, Gilchrist, Fosburg, Duffett, Riley 
No: None. 
 
Motion Carried. 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Marilyn Fosburg, Secretary  
 
 
Allison Langworthy, Recording Secretary 
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